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Letter from the Chairman.  
 "She was described by a previous Chairman as indispensable and over the past fifteen 
years has established office protocols and procedures which will provide a framework for the 
future which will remain unsurpassed. She has guided Trustees, Finance Conveners and 
successive Chairmen through the many additional tasks associated with Trust business, so that 
they could fulfil the aims of the Trust competently and confidently. She provided an 'information 
bureau' in the Office where queries from the membership and from members of the public were 
answered very satisfactorily due to her encyclopaedic knowledge of the Trust - both past and 
present. Her contribution to the smooth-running of the organization has been truly remarkable. 
The Trust and its members will remain forever in her debt. We wish her well in her retirement." 
 The above is drawn from the many tributes, which followed on from the knowledge 
that Mrs. Isabel Dominiak was retiring from the post of Trust Administrator at the end of June. 
At the Trust's Annual General Meeting the members presented gifts to Isabel in recognition of 
the very significant part she played in the Organization and in appreciation of the many 
additional duties, which she had undertaken, unstintingly, over the years. I know that you join 
me in wishing Isabel 'A Very Happy Retirement!' 
 Two eminent Trustees stood down at the A.G.M. Mrs. Dorothea Morrison who had 
been an outstanding Convener of the Planning Committee. Her scrutiny of all planning matters 
was scrupulous, comprehensive and knowledgeable. She will be sorely missed but we look 
forward to following her successes and triumphs in her new 'career' i.e. as a Local Councillor. 
Mr. Tony Jackson, Vice-Chairman of the Trust and Chairman of the Green Belt Forum. 
Fortunately for the Trust, Tony has been re-elected as Chairman of the Green Belt Forum and 
thus we will still have access to his expertise and extensive knowledge of planning legislation 
and other associated issues. 
 The other changes to the Board of Trustees are:- Dr. Robert Steedman O.B.E. has been 
elected as a Vice-Chairman and it is very appropriate that it is his profile which features in this 
edition of the Newsletter: Mrs. Sylvia Donaldson. Mrs. Elma Penny and Mr. David Middleton 
have been elected as Trustees, having been Co-opted Trustees: Mrs. Audrey Jones, Dr. John 
Frew and Mr. Colin McAllister have joined the Board as Co-opted Trustees. 
 You will note from the Conveners' List that Mrs. Lesley Barrie has taken over from 
Mrs. Marjorie Dickens as Convener of the Museum Committee and that Mrs. Elma Penny has 
taken on the Convener-ship of the Programme & Membership (& Fundraising) Committee. Our 
thanks go to both Marjorie and Lesley for all of their hard work and commitment, which have 
ensured that the Trust and the Museum have had a successful and profitable year. 
 Also at the Museum Sarah Robertson is currently temporary Curator and has already 
seamlessly and competently taken charge of the current Exhibition, which is proving to be very 
successful. 
 Mrs. Janette Gillespie has been appointed as Office Administrator, as from the 2nd July 
and I would like to take this opportunity to bade her welcome and to wish her "Good Luck!" on 
your behalf. 
 It is quite remarkable to note that in spite of the squally showers and squishy conditions 
underfoot, 460 hardy souls braved the weather to visit the Hidden Gardens. It is very heartening 
to think that our members, friends and visitors to the town supported this fund-raising event and 
nearly £2500 was raised. We do hope that members will continue to support the Trust's fund-
raising ventures and we look forward to welcoming you, and your friends, to the
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Letter from the Chairman.—continued 
 
'Musical Extravaganza', which is to be held in the Byre Theatre on Wednesday 26* September. Mr. John Matthews, 
Finance Convener has very reluctantly agreed to be the M.C. for the night!! We also need your support in selling 
Raffle tickets, which are included in this Newsletter. The Raffle will be drawn at the Winter Reception. 
We must not forget that this is the 70th Anniversary of the Trust and to mark this momentous occasion, a book of 70 
photographs, drawn from the Trust's extensive photographic collection, is being compiled. It will be available in time 
for purchase as a very useful and fitting Christmas gift. 
In conclusion and on behalf of the Trustees I look forward to welcoming you to the Summer Reception to be held on 
Friday 27lh July, at the Trust Museum. Let's hope it has stopped raining by then!! 

Anne J.M. Morris : July 2007. 
 
 
 

PLANNING REPORT 
 

New Committee Takes on Planning Issues 
 
 There are many challenges ahead for the Trust as development proposals in the town provide opportunity for 
improvements, but also represent threats to its historic legacy. In taking up the convenership of the Planning 
Committee, I was encouraged to feel that this would not be a lonely task. I am fortunate to head up an excellent team, 
which together can provide the in-depth skills and experience necessary to ensure that the Trust's comments on 
planning issues continue to be well informed and authoritative. Some of the most important current and future issues 
are described below. 
 
Streetscape Improvements 
 
 Mark Dewar of FC Transportation Services met with members of the Planning Committee to explain the 
proposals for South Street between Bell Street and Church Street. In general, these will echo the upgrading of 
surfaces at the West Port end. Alterations will be far less radical than the previous proposals, and a tree surgeon will 
be employed to advise on protection of the existing trees during the operation. Four trees may be lost, and will be 
replaced with semi-mature specimens. A few points of detail, including the need to discuss the type of lighting to be 
used prior to seeking planning permission for this were made in a follow up letter. Proposals for Market Street. Bell 
Street, and Church Street are in the pipeline but not so well advanced. 
 
 A revised application to erect a bus shelter near Blackfriars Chapel has been received. 
 
New Hospital and Health Centre 
 
 This is the most important public building project in St Andrews in the current decade. The new design and 
layout for the hospital/health centre is an improvement over former plans. A submission has been made regarding 
ensuring more homogenous external finishes and objecting to a metal rather than slated roof, which would give the 
building an industrial appearance. Provision of a road to the adjacent fields through the hospital grounds has also 
been objected to as this appears to be designed to facilitate further development. 
 
Lade Braes 
 
 The Core Path Plan involving the Lade Braes has been stalled due to public concern about developing this as 
part of a long distance cycle route. Safety issues have now registered with the Council. We understand that 
consideration is being given to a Trust proposal, supported also by CSARA that a cycling route to town could be 
developed on the South side of the burn. In the meantime, pressure from resident's groups has succeeded in 
influencing Transportation to bring in an independent organisation to advise them. This is Living Streets, based in 
Scotland, who have a major interest in supporting walking and pedestrian facilities. 
 
 Following discussion at the Planning Committee and Trustee's Meeting, a letter has been sent by the Chair to 
Historic Scotland, proposing the Lade Braes for listing in the inventory of Designed Landscapes and Gardens. 
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Fife Structure Plan 
 
 The structure plan is to he revised by the Council, and fewer houses in settlements such as St Andrews may 
result. An assessment of the environmental implications of the plan will also be undertaken in parallel. The Trust took 
the lead in a concerted effort with other local organizations to achieve this outcome. 
 
Future Issues 
 
 Crerar Hotels, an Edinburgh based organisation, held a workshop and exhibition to explain their proposals for 
80 bed hotel to the south of the Leisure Centre on land which is identified as prospective green belt in the draft local 
plan. The proposals have already provoked adverse comment in the correspondence columns of the "Citizen". The 
Planning Committee will work closely with the Green Belt Foaim to provide a measured response to any planning 
application that may be made. Definition of the St Andrews green belt is held up by the delayed Local Plan. 
 
 A new plan for the Westburn Lane housing development has been submitted by the developers. This appears 
to be only marginally better than that rejected at a Reporter's Inquiry a few months ago. 
 
 Revised plans for the New Park School site have been submitted by the developers. These are very little  
different from those previously submitted and which were withdrawn for revision. The Trust considered that the 
previous application was inappropriate for this site as it consisted of a series of large flatted buildings with little 
"architectural merit. 
 
Trust Responses to Planning Applications 
 
 At the turn of the year, Fife Council introduced a pilot scheme of delegation, which effectively excluded the 
Trust's submissions concerning planning applications from being automatically considered by the responsible 
committee. Representations have made to both Council officers and elected members, as the Trust wishes to maintain 
its historic position in giving advice to elected members on issues affecting the conservation area and environs of the 
town. 

David Middleton  
Planning Convener 

 
____________________________________________________________________ 

 
ENVIRONMENT 

 
Cast Iron Shop Fronts 

 
 Cast iron shop fronts, dating back to as early as 1860, are a feature of the commercial architecture of St. 
Andrews. The Trust, in association with Scottish Enterprise Fife and using funding from the Buchanan Bequest, is 
undertaking a project to restore and preserve outstanding examples of this architecture. 
 
 In the first instance, the unique grouping of shop fronts in Church Street is being tackled and we have written 
to the owners of these properties seeking their agreement. The intention is to highlight the original details of the 
ironwork so as to enhance the frontages and the streetscape as a whole. Meetings are being arranged with officials of 
the Planning Authority in Cupar and with Historic Scotland to secure their agreement to the detail of the proposals 
such as the range of colours to be used. 
 
 A catalogue of both the existing and lost cast iron shop fronts has been compiled by John Frew and Rachel 
Cheer and copies of the initial draft are available in the Trust office and the Museum. The historic photographs in this 
come from the Trust's archive while the photographs of current shop fronts have been taken by Peter Adamson. This 
provides a record of the position against which any change can be measured thus avoiding any repeat of the situation 
at the Criterion Bar when the ironwork was most fortunately rediscovered by chance. We are greatly indebted to John. 
Rachel and Peter for the work they have put into creating this valuable document. 
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Environment.—continued 
St. John's Garden 

 
 Work continues on this project, which is a joint one with the University and the Pilgrim Foundation. Planning 
consent for the upgrading of the wall has been given and listed building consent is awaited. A contract has been 
placed and it is hoped this work will be finished by September. There is agreement in principle that pavement outside 
the garden on Market Street will be improved to the standard obtaining at St.Mary's Place and incorporated into the 
improvements being carried out by the Council and Scottish Enterprise. It is hoped that this work will be finished by 
April 2008 and that the Caithness slabs will continue into the garden to allow a viewing area. Maries Cassells of the 
Pilgrim Foundation who is a major contributer to this project, has made some very helpful proposals for landscaping 
within the garden. 

J.W.G. Macgregor  
Environment Convener 

 
 

PROGRAMME, MEMBERSHIP & FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE 
 

 The outing to Holy Trinity on Wednesday 25th April, was for Trust Members and friends an outstanding 
success. A beautiful evening saw a group of 48 gather at the church where we were welcomed by the Minister of 
Holy Trinity, Rev Rory McLeod. Dr Ian Bradley then gave us a most informative talk, highlighting historical changes 
in the building and providing background knowledge for the later guided tours given by three well-known Holy 
Trinity office bearers. The more daring amongst the group were delighted to take up the challenge of climbing "The 
Tower" and what a worthwhile experience that was. Viewing the one time "Town Gaol", the Bell Room and 
eventually, after many narrow twisting stairs with only a vertical rope as a handrail, out on to the roof was a unique 
experience and one to be cherished. So many more wonderful features of the Church were made known to those 
whose previous experience had perhaps been of crowded special services when the beauty of the building had not 
been fully appreciated. Our guides were of the highest quality and their pride in their Church and their town was heart 
warming and humbling at the same time. Delicious shortbread, tea and coffee and a chat rounded off what had been a 
most memorable visit endorsing yet again how fortunate we are to live in St Andrews and how important preservation 
is. 
 

Visit to St Leonards School 
 

 On the 4th June some members were shown over St Leonards School. Ms Jane Claydon, an assistant head at 
the school, made our group most welcome and provided us with senior students, as guides, who showed us the his-
torical buildings and the present day facilities. The Art Display quite took our breath away and the charming manner 
of the young people made this a most delightful evening. 
 
 
FUTURE EVENTS 
 

The Summer Reception 
 

 This reception will be held at the Museum on Friday 27lh July at 6.30 pm. The Trustees invite members to 
join them in a convivial glass of wine and savouries in the Museum Garden. Members may bring their friends if they 
wish, for whom there will be a modest charge of £3. (To assist catering, please telephone the office, 01334 477152, 
by Monday 23rd July.) 
 

Musical Extravaganza 
 

 The Trust's main fund raising event for the autumn is to be a... 
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"Musical Extravaganza" 
 

The brainchild of our Chairman, this concert will display the varying and stimulating musical talent alive in  
St Andrews with contributions from groups of all ages and differing musical expertise. 

 
The Byre Theatre is the venue and the publicity and selling of tickets is in their hands. The date is 

 
Wednesday 26th September at 8 pm  

Tickets costing £10 are available at the Byre Theatre 
 

 This is a groundbreaking event and it is hoped our members and their friends will come along in great 
numbers, supporting the Trust and the entertainers who are giving freely of their time. 
 
 
The Raffle 
 
 Yet again, the Trust must thank the many local businesses that have donated prizes for this year's raffle. 
Tickets are being included with this newsletter and the draw is to take place at the Winter Reception on Thursday 3rd 
December. 
 
 
Golf and Putting Competitions 
 
 There is no doubt that Frances Humphries' expertise in organising these events has produced a different and 
most enjoyable way in which members of the Trust can meet. In recent years apart from fun on the Himalayas and 
rain on the Strathtyrum, the refreshments in the Clubhouse have been of the highest standard and everyone is looking 
forward to 2007's competitions. The Golf Competition is on Tuesday 4th September and Putting on Wednesday 5th 

September. Entry forms for both are included with this newsletter. 
 
There is a busy time ahead and the Committee hopes everyone will enjoy the programme. 
 
 
 
 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  
JULY  

Friday 27th July - Summer Reception at The Museum at 6.30 pm 
(Please telephone office 01334 477152 by Monday 23rd July) 

 
 

SEPTEMBER 
Tuesday 4th September - Golf Competition 

(Entry form included with Newsletter- reply by Monday 20th August) 
 

Wednesday 5th September - Putting at 5.30 pm 
Refreshments in Ladies' Clubhouse after competition  

(Entry form included with Newsletter- reply by Monday 20th August) 
 

Wednesday 26th September - Musical Extravaganza at 8 pm at The Byre Theatre 
(Tickets may be purchased in advance at The Byre) 

 
 

Elma Penny Programme,  
Membership & Funding Convener 

 
 

� ����	�
�����������
 � � � � � � � � � �
�



 
 
 

���������	
���
����

 

 
 The members of the Trust spent a most enjoyable evening, recently, on a visit to St.Leonards School and 
thanks must go to Miss Jane Claydon, Deputy Head, and to the group of Senior Boys who acted as 'tour guides'. 
 
 There were many very interesting aspects and details to retain and remember, amongst which Queen Mary's 
House was remarked upon as being notable, and with Miss Claydon's approval we have copied a section of the 
School Guide for members' information. 
 

Brief Notes on Queen Mary's House. 
 
 

12th Century 
 
 
 
 
15th Century 
 
 
 
 
16th century 
 
 
 
 
 
1560-65 

Excavations in the 1970's showed the site of Queen Mary's House to have been in 
constant occupation since the 12th century. Pottery shards and heather burnings found 
in rubbish pits have been dated, and suggest the former house was a wooden structure 
thatched with heather. 
 
This was a period of great affluence for St.Andrews because of the magnificent 
cathedral which contained relics of the saint and the many thousands of pilgrims who 
came annually. Many of the wooden houses were razed to the ground, and rebuilt in 
stone. 
 
Queen Mary's House was built between 1520 and 1526 for Alan Meldrum. He was 
the Canon of the Priory and Professor of Theology at St.Andrews University. The 
house had a timber gallery running along the South Street Elevation. In 1560 the 
house was bought by David Orme, who added the west wing at right angles to the 
main building. 
 
Mary Queen of Scots is said to have visited St.Andrews about four times during this 
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period. She could get away from the formality of the court in Edinburgh. However she only 
returned one more time after her marriage to Darnley. 
 

1650 Mary's great grandson King Charles II is said to have stayed in this house as a guest of Hew 
 Scrimgeour when he was travelling south from Aberdeen to Edinburgh. 
 
1773 Dr.Samuel Johnson and his friend James Boswell visited Queen Mary's House. 
 
1792 The House was divided and the house next door became Priorsgate. As you look from the 
 garden you will see the archway above which the house was divided. 

 
1726 The House ceased to be a private residence and was purchased by St. Leonards 
 School for use as the Library. Sir Robert Lorimer, the famous Scottish architect, was 
 asked to design the Library furnishings. 
 
1927 The Duchess of York,( who later became Queen and then Queen Mother) was invited 
 to open the Library officially. 
 
1977 The Queen Mother came to open the Junior Library in the converted basement of Queen  
 Mary's House. 
 
 

_______________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 Amongst the most recent articles, which have been accessioned by the Curator of the Trust Museum, was a 
leather suitcase containing papers associated with the former Arts Committee of St. Andrews. These were donated 
by Irene Duncan who was the Secretary of the Committee for the last few years prior to the time of its disbandment. 
 
 Irene was asked if she would contribute an article for the Trust Newsletter, particularly as Annabel Kidston, 
one of the Founder Members of The St. Andrews Preservation Trust, was also the first Chairman of the Arts 
Committee. She agreed to our request and we thank her for this most interesting and informative account. 
 
 

THE ARTS COMMITTEE OF ST.ANDREWS (1946 - 1976) 
 

 The Arts Committee of St. Andrews was formed in 1946, called into being by the then Scottish Committee 
of the Arts Council of Great Britain, to deal with the local organisation of Art Exhibitions, Concerts and Drama 
sponsored by the Council. 
 
 It was not long before a separate Music Society was created with Mr. Cedric Thorpe Davie at its head and 
Drama flourished under the direction of Mr. Alex. Paterson. 
 
 Miss Annabel Kidston was the first Chairman of the newly formed Arts Committee dealing with exhibitions 
and lectures. The Committee in its reconstituted form presented each year a notable exhibition of very high quality 
supplemented by lectures and demonstrations by well known artists and teachers of art including: Benno Schotz, 
Robin Philipson. Albert Morocco. Hugh Crawford, Scott Sutherland, David McLure and Douglas Hall. Films on art 
subjects were also shown. 
 
 Varied premises were used to house exhibitions such as the former Christian Institute, Greyfriars Galleries, 
halls in the Town Hall, St. Leonards School and the former West Infant School. In particular the Victory Memorial 
Hall was a venue for a number of outstanding exhibitions including collections of modern Dutch, Italian and British 
paintings. Also exhibited there were pictures from the Burrell Collection. A very exciting exhibition of works by 
Charles Rennie Mackintosh was arranged by the committee and held in St. Leonards School to commemorate the 
fact that 1975 was European Architectural Heritage Year. It was fortunate at that time to be able to call on the 
expertise of the following members of the Arts Committee: Hew Lorimer. Annabel Kidston. Alison Walker. Simon 
Weller, Robin Spencer and R. Miller Smith. 
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The Arts Committee of St Andrews.—continued 
 
 In 1976 in view of the fact that the University's new Arts Centre (the Crawford Centre) in North Street would 
feature a gallery, which would house exhibitions, it was decided to disband the Arts Committee. It had after all fulfilled its 
aims of establishing, annually, exhibitions and demonstrations by contemporary artists before the founding of St. Andrews 
Art Club and subsequently the Crawford Centre. It had, in effect, been a very important contributor to the artistic life of the 
town since 1946. 
 
 Annabel Kidston died in 1981 after a long association with the Arts Committee. Members of the former Arts 
Committee decided to mount a memorial exhibition of Annabel's work in the Byre Theatre from the 29th March to 2nd April 
1982. The pictures from her own collection and on loan from a wide range of local friends included four impressive wood 
engravings, portrait studies and boldly executed landscapes and still life paintings in oils. 
 
 The opening ceremony was performed by Miss Alison Mackenzie, herself an artist of distinction, an original 
member of the Arts Committee and a friend and associate of Miss Kidston. 
 
 The exhibition was a tribute to Annabel Kidston, a founder member of the Arts Committee and a fitting swan-song 
for the Arts Committee of St. Andrews. 

Irene Duncan  
Former Secretary of the Arts Committee. 

____________________________________________________________________ 
 

TRUSTEE PROFILE:  

Robert Steedman QBE 

Vice Chairman 

 
 
My admiration for the town of St Andrews, acquired over many years, came into sharp focus with my marriage to the then 
Headmistress of St Leonards Martha Hamilton in 1977, and my taking up residence in the School. 
 
My enthusiasm for architecture had begun many years earlier, in my early teens in fact, on seeing a set of architect's 
drawings in a builder's hut. 
 
Loretto School during the war years, and the Army cadet bit that went with it, provided the greatest training experience for 
my two years of National Service in the Royal West African Frontier Force, in the then Gold Coast in the finer points of 
riot control. 
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My architectural training, which followed, was at the Edinburgh College of Art, an inspirational mix of architects 
painters, sculptors and designers. This was followed with a Scholarship to the University of Pennsylvania to read for 
a Masters Degree in Landscape Architecture, which I hoped would broaden and improve my architectural site 
analysis skills, and to experience America. 
 
My first architectural commission came when I was still a student, a private house for a dentist. The Edinburgh 
Planning Officer stated that he thought that he could get the design through the Planning Committee, if it could be 
proved that it could not be seen from the road. It is now a Listed Building. 
 
By this time I had joined up with a fellow Edinburgh graduate, James Morris, to form the practice of Morris and 
Steedman, Architects and Landscape Architects, which flourished for almost fifty years, and now is carried on most 
successfully under its new directors. 
 
I was a Member of the Countryside Commission for Scotland for eight years, which monitored proposed 
developments in the countryside, and initiated others for the enjoyment of the countryside, and was consulted on a 
wide range of related matters. I was also the first Chairman of the Central Scotland Woodlands Project (now Central 
Scotland Forest), involving four Regions, to provide a forest on the poor farming land between Edinburgh and 
Glasgow, for both recreational and commercial use. (I stood down after the 2,000,000th tree had been planted, having 
negotiated many muddy tracks to cajole landowners and farmers.) 
 
Likewise, as a landscape architect at the peak of my upwardly mobile days, I was put onto an Advisory Panel on 
Management of Popular Mountain Areas in Scotland, at a time when hill walking was becoming a burgeoning 
activity. 
 
Elected an Academician of the Royal Scottish Academy in 1973, I later became Honorary Secretary for eight years 
and Deputy President for two. This period included the machinations with the National Gallery and the resulting 
underground linkage with the Playfair Project. 
 
A Governor of the Edinburgh College of Art for fourteen years, with shorter innings on the Council of the Royal 
Incorporation of Architects in Scotland, the Society of Scottish Artists, and more recently the National Trust for 
Scotland, which plays such an essential role in the maintenance and management of Scotland's core heritage. 
(Anyone who loves Scotland should be a member.) 
 
I was a Member of the Royal Fine Art Commission for Scotland for ten years, and Deputy Chairman for two, which 
advised on the design and environmental impacts of all forms of major development throughout Scotland, a hugely 
challenging and exciting remit, as was my appointment as the Co-lead Consultant for the Edinburgh Lighting Vision, 
at the same time as being a team member of Edinburgh Old Town Strategy. 
 
My Practice received many Awards over the years, including ten Civic Trust Awards, the British Steel Award for a 
footbridge over the River Almond, two Royal Institute of British Architects Awards for Scotland, one of which was 
for my own house at Blebocraigs, the Association for the Protection of Rural Scotland Annual Awards on two 
occasions, and the European Architectural Heritage Medal presented to me in Windsor Castle. Sixteen buildings have 
now been given Listed Building status. 
 
In a rash moment by the Scottish Office I was invited to be a judge for the competition for the new Scottish 
Parliament, unfortunately I had to decline as Morris and Steedman were potential competitors - however I would 
have chosen Miralles too. 
 
I am presently involved in a new west entrance to St Giles Cathedral to allow for disabled access, both externally and 
internally, which has entailed lowering part of the Cathedral floor. 
 
I greatly enjoy my three current Trusteeships, one with Falkland Heritage Trust to create a Centre for Stewardship, 
encompassing both the land and the built environment, focussed on a restored House of Falkland. Secondly, St 
Andrews World Class, and of course, the St Andrews Preservation Trust and being one of a motivated and dedicated 
team at a time of varied and powerful threats to the town's historic core - and all around. 
 
Like a bolt from the blue in 2006, a huge honour was bestowed upon me by the University of St Andrews, an 
Honorary Degree (D.Litt.). it may be the first ever awarded to an architect. 

Robert Steedman  
Trustee 
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As the Links Trust's new golf course. The Castle Course, nears completion it seemed appropriate to re-print an article 
which had previously appeared in The Museum Times, the Newsletter for Volunteers at the Trust Museum. 
 

THE HAUNTED PAST OF KINKELL CASTLE  
By Frances Humphries 

 
Until a few years ago I did not know there had been a castle on the Kinkell Braes. I found a reference to this in a 
book I was reading at the time and decided to see what I could find out about it. 
 
Kinkell Castle and Chapel (also known as the Bishop's Palace of Kinkell) stood about a mile from St. Andrews on 
the Braes above Kinkell Harbour and overlooking the Rock and Spindle Cove. The harbour consisted of a long 
culvert cut in the rocks to provide access for the Bishop's Barge and was also capable of harbouring small yawls. The 
name appears to be so called from the Chapel of St. Anna built by Kellach, Bishop of St. Andrews circa 875. The 
Castle was built and the owners took the name of Kinkell as their patrimonial title. 
 

The Castle played a significant part in the Reformation. The owners at that time were rigid Covenanters and, with 
danger to themselves, allowed preaching and services to be held there. 
 
It is recorded that on one occasion a well-known Covenanter, John Welsh, was preaching at Kinkell when a young 
student Philip Stanfield (son of Sir James Stanfield of Newmills by Haddington) started mocking him and his 
doctrines. Welsh retaliated by stating 'there will be more at your death than hearing me preach today.' How true this 
turned out to be as Philip Stanfield was executed for murdering his father. On another occasion a Mr. Blackadder 
was preaching at Kinkell Castle when the militia arrived to disperse the people. The laird spoke eloquently. Lady 
Kinkell smiled kindly and the militia left without fulfilling their task and Kinkell Castle continued to harbour hunted 
ministers and to allow the preaching of freedom and conscience.' 
 
However the situation was not always thus, as is detailed in this extract from 'A Haunting of Ghosts' by Helen Cook, 
published in 1983. Helen has kindly allowed me to share this with you. 
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"By 1767 Kinkell Castle was a ruin. This old Fife castle was held through the years by a succession of families. It 
stood a short distance from the Rock and Spindle and, in the last half of the 17th century, was the property of the 
Hamilton family. Kinkell Castle was said to be haunted by a 'Lady Kinkell' who had been sympathetic to the 
Covenanters. Was the ghostly 'Lady Kinkell' the wife of Alexander Hamilton who was persecuted because his family 
were Presbyterian? 
 
His wife and family were turned out from Kinkell Castle by soldiers during the persecution of the Covenanters, their 
furniture being carried out from Kinkell Castle and burnt on the camp fires of the troops. Alexander Hamilton was to 
suffer imprisonment for his faith, but was later set free, ruined in health and fortune." 
 
Kinkell Estate: of old the Mowbrays had Kinkell, then by marriage the Hepburns. afterwards by the Moneypennys 
(Moneypenny of Pitmilly) and by 1710 by the Hamiltons of Kinkell. From the Burgess Roll it would appear that 
Kinkell Castle was still inhabited in the early 18"' century. 
 
 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

THOUGHTS ON BEING MUSEUM CONVENER  
By Marjorie Dickens 

 
 My year as Museum Convener was a most interesting, enjoyable and rewarding experience with something 
always happening - for example, meetings of the Museum Committee, the Conveners and the Trustees, showing 
visitors round and organising events for the volunteers. The only fly in the ointment was being rudely awakened by 
the telephone at 4 o'clock one morning and having to go, bleary-eyed, to the Museum to meet a policeman and 
investigate why the burglar alarm had gone off! A butterfly in the building seemed the most likely explanation. 
 
 I was extremely fortunate to have Rachel Cheer as Curator, during my time as Convener, who continued with 
the high standard of exhibitions achieved by her predecessors. The permanent exhibition downstairs was updated and 
improved by our Museum and Galleries student, Sarah Robertson - her touchy-feely box is proving to be a great hit. 
Sarah, I'm pleased to say, is now acting curator as Rachel has moved on to pastures new. 
 
 Without the help of the volunteers the Museum would not be able to function and what a great bunch they are 
- all willing and enthusiastic about their particular job whether, for example, guiding, gardening, cutting out articles 
from newspapers for the scrapbooks or wielding a duster. They enjoyed the winter talks we arranged and always look 
forward to their own newsletter which is produced four times a year. 
 
 Without doubt, the Museum is a great asset to the Trust and the Town. The information amassed there about 
St.Andrews is amazing and we are extremely lucky to have been given so many artefacts which can be used in 
exhibitions. The Photographic Collection is second to none, providing images of people and places in and around the 
town since the birth of photography in the middle of the 19th Century. The public are always interested in any which 
are on display. I would like to thank Pat Harvey for her care of the photographs - anything you want to know about 
them Pat can tell you. I'm sure she knows all nine thousand of them and we are very fortunate to have her. 
 
 The shopkeeper behind the Aikman and Terras counter is often thought, at first glance, to be real - some 
visitors' reactions can be quite entertaining to watch! 
 
 The garden is always popular and the size of it comes as a surprise to many of our visitors. Without a 
dedicated team of gardeners who work tirelessly throughout the season it would not be such an inviting and tranquil 
place to while away some time. 
 
 The Museum Committee meet monthly when all items concerning the Museum are discussed. I would like to 
thank them all for their support and friendship. 
 
 For family reasons I have found it impossible to continue as Convener though I will be staying on as a 
Trustee for this coming year and will do all I can to support Lesley Barrie. our new Convener. I know she'll do an 
excellent job as, like me, she is very fond of our little Museum in North Street. 
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Fife Structure Plan 
 
 The structure plan is to he revised by the Council, and fewer houses in settlements such as St Andrews may 
result. An assessment of the environmental implications of the plan will also be undertaken in parallel. The Trust took 
the lead in a concerted effort with other local organizations to achieve this outcome. 
 
Future Issues 
 
 Crerar Hotels, an Edinburgh based organisation, held a workshop and exhibition to explain their proposals for 
80 bed hotel to the south of the Leisure Centre on land which is identified as prospective green belt in the draft local 
plan. The proposals have already provoked adverse comment in the correspondence columns of the "Citizen". The 
Planning Committee will work closely with the Green Belt Forum to provide a measured response to any planning 
application that may be made. Definition of the St Andrews green belt is held up by the delayed Local Plan. 
 
 A new plan for the Westburn Lane housing development has been submitted by the developers. This appears 
to be only marginally better than that rejected at a Reporter's Inquiry a few months ago. 
 
 Revised plans for the New Park School site have been submitted by the developers. These are very little 
different from those previously submitted and which were withdrawn for revision. The Trust considered that the 
revious application was inappropriate for this site as it consisted of a series of large flatted buildings with little 
"architectural merit. 
 
Trust Responses to Planning Applications 
 
At the turn of the year. Fife Council introduced a pilot scheme of delegation, which effectively excluded the Trust's 
submissions concerning planning applications from being automatically considered by the responsible committee. 
Representations have made to both Council officers and elected members, as the Trust wishes to maintain its historic 
position in giving advice to elected members on issues affecting the conservation area and environs of the town. 
 

David Middleton  
Planning Convener 

 
 

_________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

ENVIRONMENT  
Cast Iron Shop Fronts 

 
 Cast iron shop fronts, dating back to as early as 1860, are a feature of the commercial architecture of St. 
Andrews. The Trust, in association with Scottish Enterprise Fife and using funding from the Buchanan Bequest, is 
undertaking a project to restore and preserve outstanding examples of this architecture. 
 
 In the first instance, the unique grouping of shop fronts in Church Street is being tackled and we have written 
to the owners of these properties seeking their agreement. The intention is to highlight the original details of the 
ironwork so as to enhance the frontages and the streetscape as a whole. Meetings are being arranged with officials of 
the Planning Authority in Cupar and with Historic Scotland to secure their agreement to the detail of the proposals 
such as the range of colours to be used. 
 
 A catalogue of both the existing and lost cast iron shop fronts has been compiled by John Frew and Rachel 
Cheer and copies of the initial draft are available in the Trust office and the Museum. The historic photographs in this 
come from the Trust's archive while the photographs of current shop fronts have been taken by Peter Adamson. This 
provides a record of the position against which any change can be measured thus avoiding any repeat of the situation 
at the Criterion Bar when the ironwork was most fortunately rediscovered by chance. We are greatly indebted to John, 
Rachel and Peter for the work they have put into creating this valuable document. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

� � � � � � � � � � ����	�
�����������
 �
�



 
 
 

MUSEUM REPORT 
 

Since the last edition of the Members' Newsletter it has been "all change" at the museum. Rachel Cheer, our curator left 
us at the end of May to take up a post as a fundraiser with the children's cancer charity CHAS. This involves travelling 
over a wide area of Scotland giving talks to promote the charity to a variety of groups. 
 
We were fortunate to be able to appoint Sarah Robertson as temporary curator before Rachel left the museum. Sarah has 
been working in the museum as part of an assignment for the Museum and Galleries Course at the university. She is 
responsible for the changes you will see in the permanent exhibitions on the ground floor area of the museum. 
 
Before she resigned her post Rachel set up the current summer exhibition 'Speak Up!'. I can heartily recommend it to you. 
It is full of local interest with many well kent faces and places to be identified and fascinating artefacts to be pored over. 
One interesting aspect of the exhibition is the album of postcards compiled by Pat Harvey. Many of their demonstrate the 
reliability of the Postal Service in the early part of the 20th century as well as having intriguing messages to whet the 
imagination - one example: "Thursday, please come to tea tomorrow (Friday) at 4 o'clock as I'll be all alone." There are 
many more for you to read for yourself. 
 
Thanks to the group of volunteers the garden is looking lovely. It is much admired and commented upon in our visitors' 
book - most enjoying the tranquillity. Once again it is entered in Fife Council's annual garden competition Let's hope for 
success! 
 
At the moment Sarah and I are "rookies" on the museum scene and relying heavily on advice from previous museum 
conveners, Frances Humphries and Marjorie Dickens. Thankfully they are very patient and willing to answer our many 
queries. Sarah and I look forward to meeting many of you when you visit the museum during the summer. 
 

Lesley Barrie  
Convener 

______________________________________________________ 
 

CURATOR'S REPORT 
 

 I would like to begin by saying a big hello to all 
the members of St Andrews Preservation Trust; those of you I have 
already got to know, those of you that I have met briefly and those 
of you that 1 will have the pleasure of meeting in the future! 
 
 Thank you for helping me feel so welcome in my 
first few weeks as acting curator at the museum. 
 The summer months are a busy and exciting time 
for the museum and they got off to a flying start on Friday 25th 
May. which heralded the opening of the summer exhibition 'Speak 
Up!'. This was a great evening and the added bonus of a ray or two 
of sunshine lured many guests out into the garden. Since 
 
then, the exhibition itself has been very popular with all ages. 
  
 The displays are certainly a walk down memory lane, and as a result we have been busy with a multitude of 
enquiries, photographs and anecdotes from interested visitors! At the time of writing the museum has already welcomed 
over 1600 visitors through its door. 
 The Hidden Gardens Day on Sunday 24th June was another big event on the museum's calendar and although the 
weather was not on our side, we welcomed 422 visitors and raised over £2000 for the Trust. 
 With the Preservation Trust celebrating its 70th birthday this year, the St Andrews Week exhibition in November 
looks set to explore '70 Treasures from the Trust'. This will not only be the first part I play in at exhibition while working 
at the museum, but the nature of the subject will provide a great opportunity for me to get to grips with the tremendously 
rich and varied collections that the Trust has to offer. 
 I am thoroughly looking forward to this, and the rest of my time at the museum, however long it may last! 

Sarah Robertson 
Acting Curator 
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DID YOU KNOW? 

 
 The LAMMAS MARKET which is nowadays 
held on the second Monday and Tuesday of August 
each year is the sole survivor of the mediaeval markets 
which were held throughout the year in St. Andrews. 
Prior to the First World War it was also the 'feeing' 
market where farmers could employ farm workers. The 
name derives from the custom of consecrating bread -
'Loaf Mass' - made from the first ripe corn on the first 
of August in thanksgiving for the new harvest. 
 
Source: St. Andrews Street Names: Robert Smart & 
Kenneth Fraser. 
 

*********** 
 

 
 
 
 

Don't Forget: 
�

��������������������������������
			 	
�
�
� 
�� �� ��
�
�
 �
� �� ���������������������� ���

�
Byre Theatre: Wednesday 26th 

September, 8:00pm  

 

  

St Andrews Ghost Stories 
 
At last year's Christmas party in the Museum Helen 
Cook and John Beaton read a number of ghost stories 
associated with the town. At the end of the readings 
several members were able to contribute tales of their 
own. 
 
Whether or not you believe in ghosts, we feel it would 
be interesting and fun to record any tales and if you 
have any do please send them to John Beaton c/o the 
Trust office, 4 Queen's Gardens KY16 9TA. With the 
contributor's permission we would like to publish the 
most interesting ones in future issues of the Newsletter 
. 

John Beaton 
 

*********** 
 

A new set of 4 notelets depicting Spring and  
Summer Scenes of St Andrews are available  
from the Trust Office and the Trust Museum.  

Price: £2:00 per pack 
 

2007 Christmas Cards Available NOW! 
 
 
 
 

Conveners 2007/2008 
 

 Tel. No. 
 
Chairman Miss A.J.M. Morris 01333312387 
 
Vice-Chairman Dr R.R. Steedman 01334 850781 
 
Vice-Chairman Mr. J.W.G. Macgregor 01334475728 
 
Environment  Mr. J.W.G. Macgregor 01334475728 
 
Finance Mr. J.F. Matthews 01334472908 
 and Property 
 
Museum  Mrs. L. Barrie 01334 475502 
 
Planning  Mr. D.N. Middleton 01334475270 
 
Programme  Mrs. E.M.T. Penny 01334470150 
 and Membership 
 (& Fundraising) 
 
Publications Miss M. Baird 01334 472068 
 & Publicity  

This Newsletter is published approximately 
four times a year by 

 
The St Andrews Preservation Trust 

Ltd. 
Editor: Mark Cox 

 
4 Queen's Gardens, 
St. Andrews, 
Fife KY16 9TA 
Telephone: 01334 477152 
trust@standrewspreservationtrust.org.uk 
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