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Letter from the Chairman  
The Rev. Charles Roger's notes, in the Preface of his 'History of St Andrews' printed in 1849, 
that "...the City of St. Andrews has long engaged the attention of the Historian, and arrested 
the notice of the Tourist" & "...has much to interest the curious." These sentiments remain as 
true to-day as at that date although perhaps the need to "...seek restoration to health by 
immersion in the invigorating waters of the bay" does not have quite the same appeal in these 
days of indoor heated swimming pools! 
 
However, the Town continues to offer much to catch the attention and admiration of both 
residents & visitors alike. As the Archway into St. John's Garden nears completion, it 
provides a starting point for re-discovering the many fine examples of Archways & 
Gateways which may be found & admired in every corner of the Town. 
 
Colin McAllister's article reminds us of Professor Allan's long campaign to erect 
Commemorative Plaques to ensure that eminent residents are not forgotten by us & future 
generations. I am sure you join with me in congratulating Colin on his splendid research, 
financial support & long-term commitment & effort in erecting plaques at The Blue Stane & 
at Gavin Douglas' Coat of Arms on the wall of Gibson House & to wish him well in the 
progress of his future plans. In this he has ensured that present & future generations will have 
immediate 'access' to information about the Town's past. 
 
The Trust publications list includes 3 Leaflets on the 'Carved Stones of St. Andrews'. These 
provide a wonderful guide to re-discovering these hidden treasures of the Town. Copies are 
available free at the Trust Museum & at the Trust Office & I would recommend that you 
have a copy in your pocket as you walk about the Town! 
 
The current project to restore to their former glory the Cast Iron Pillars on a shop front in 
Church Street will draw attention to another notable aspect of the Town's History i.e. the fact 
that there remain nearly 30 Victorian & Edwardian Cast Iron Pillars on shop fronts in the 
Town. Next time you are passing through a shop doorway in the centre of town check it out - 
you might re-discover another feature of St. Andrews' past which provides "...better & 
stronger claims to general attention & notice. " 
 
What better way to find out more about the social history of the Town than a visit to the 
Trust Museum? The Curator, the Convener & her committee & the Volunteer Groups are 
developing and collating an ever-increasing body of source material which is of great 
interest. You will note that there are two very pertinent exhibitions regarding St Andrews 
Life & Times to be held this year, arranged by the Curator, namely:- 'High Days & Holidays" 
& 'When the Boat Comes In'. 
 
One Trustee who has worn out more shoe leather than most in his crusade to recruit new 
members to the Trust is George Gordon. George demits office after six years as a Trustee & 
during that time he has promoted & broadcast the Trust & its aims at every opportunity. He 
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instigated & arranged (no mean feat!!) for the Trust to have a stand at the monthly Farmers' Market which has 
highlighted, with much success, the work of the Preservation Trust & has drawn in new members. As can be 
ascertained from his Profile, George's keen sense of humour, very gregarious personality & high levels of commitment 
& expertise will be sorely missed at Trustees' Meetings & in all of his areas of achievement within the Trust. However, 
all is not lost as George has accepted the invitation to continue as a Co-opted Member of the Programme & 
Membership Committee. 
 
One of our members contacted the Office recently to remark that in his opinion "...the Profile of The St. Andrews 
Preservation Trust has been raised, very favourably, in recent months." This is due entirely to the work & enormous 
effort given, unstintingly, by two people - David Middleton, the Convener of the Planning Committee & Derek Barrie, 
the Trust's Voluntary Press Officer. I know that you join me in thanking them both. 
 
The Convener of the Programme & Membership, Events & Fundraising Committee & her Team continue to create a 
very interesting range of activities for members to enjoy & in many of these to raise well-needed monies for Trust 
Funds. Please note the dates of forthcoming events in your diary & in particular the visits to 'All Saints Church' and 
'The Cathedral Grounds'. These have been arranged to continue the visits to places of interest in the Town & we feel it 
would meet with the Rev. Roger's approval as "...it presents much to interest the curious and call forth the admiration 
of the antiquary. " 

Anne J.M. Morris  
March 2008 

 
______________________________________________________ 

 
Planning Report January 2008 

 
There has been no let up in planning applications and St Andrews continues to be under continuous pressure for new 
development, some of which is insensitive to the conservation area environment they wish to build within. 
 
A re-designed Westburn Lane development which took little notice of the Trust's comments on the previous 
submission was again objected to, although it did include some minor improvements and met some of the neighbours' 
concerns. 
 
Comments were made on the design of the proposed medical sciences building on the North Haugh. A revised 
application has now been submitted, but the Trust will continue to question the need for air-conditioning plant to be 
placed so prominently on the roof. 
 
Crerar Hotels submitted their outline consent application for a hotel on the escarpment overlooking the East Sands. 
Objections were made on the grounds that the site is identified as Green Belt in the emerging local plan and is in a very 
sensitive landscape area. Any building on this site would destroy an iconic view of the beach and harbour from the 
coast road. Fife Council turned down a similar application in 1999. We have reminded the Council of the reasons why 
the previous application was rejected in stating our strong objections to this new proposal. 
 
Threats continue to be made to the Prospective Green Belt by applications such as that for housing to the south of John 
Knox Road. The existing intrusions into the Southern hillside in this area show the pernicious effect of creeping 
development, which is then used as a justification for further building on green field sites. 
 
The Council's recent decision not to make Lade Braes Walk part of the Core Path Network followed recommendations 
by the Trust and other town organisations, as well as an overwhelming negative response from townspeople. (The 
proposal would have involved Lade Braes Walk being turned into part of the National Cycle Network, attracting long 
distance cycle traffic.) The Trust has proposed an alternative cycle route, which would be much safer and link up with 
other cycle paths, and the Council has identified this as an aspirational route. The Lade Braes area, part of which is 
owned by the Trust, has considerable potential for improvement as a place of resort and in terms of biodiversity. It may 
be that other town organisations would be interested in exploring this together with the Trust. 
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We continue to have a good response to our comments about inappropriate shop frontages, and five proposed schemes 
have now been refused or radically amended at our suggestion. Large multiples in particular like to impose their 
corporate identity on the streetscape, no matter how inappropriate this might be in the Outstanding Conservation Area. 
The constructive approach we take on these issues is bearing fruit in a very practical way, but there continue to be 
examples of designs which fail to reflect the historic streetscape in which they are located. More positively, work by 
John Frew in researching original features and colour schemes is now beginning to have outcomes in encouraging 
shop owners to consider reinstating the original cast iron facades which are a major feature in St Andrews. 
 
We are assisted in objecting to unsuitable developments in the town centre by the Publication, by Fife Council, of the 
St Andrews Town Design Guide. This sets out minimum standards for all sorts of development in the town centre. 
This publication is not as comprehensive as a Conservation Area Appraisal Report, which is now, at last being 
produced. The Trust has taken a pro-active role in meeting with the responsible Fife official and the external 
consultant carrying out the appraisal. The Trust's printed literature is playing a key role in this exercise. 
 
In similar vein we have been pressing for a comprehensive Streetscape Plan rather than the piecemeal approach which 
is now being taken. Members of the Planning Committee have met with the consultants for Scottish Enterprise Fife 
who are engaged in a project to upgrade Market Street. 
 

The scheme of delegation for planning decisions introduced by Fife Council has now been finalised. One aspect of it, 
the need to achieve ten objections before the decision is referred to committee has been modified after representations 
by the Trust and others and the trigger number is now five. 
 
A major concern about an aspect of the scheme, that the Trust's considered views would be given only as much weight 
as a single objection, was not amended, despite government advice that this should be the case. Our well-argued 
comments did not appear to be fully understood by the majority of elected representatives, but we are grateful to those 
who did argue the case for the Trust. We suggested to the Council that it should await imminent Scottish Government 
Regulations on this matter before rushing forward with their scheme. They did not do so, but the Regulations now 
published in draft form are very supportive of the stance taken by the Trust, and must cause the Fife scheme to be 
amended. 
 
Continued development pressure on St Andrews, and a population in the Outstanding Conservation Area of mainly 
short-term tenants of landlords (frequently absentee) who are unlikely to be interested in lodging planning objections, 
puts the historic core at considerable risk. The run-down appearance of many buildings in the historic centre adds a 
further threat to the historic environment. 
 
The Scottish Government is currently consulting upon the Fife Structure Plan Housing Land Re-appraisal. The Trust 
has already made comments on this document, but will reiterate its views to Government, as there are serious 
concerns about its adverse impact on St Andrews - but little if any discernable compensatory advantages. While there 
is an acknowledged need for more affordable homes in St Andrews, the developer-led approach to housing ensures 
that affordable homes will be in the minority. While only fifty houses per year are due to be built in St Andrews until 
2026, less than twenty of these will be affordable - and at this rate it would take 50 years to accommodate the current 
wailing list for affordable housing held by Fife Council. While housing is not directly an interest of the Trust, the 
maintenance of a mixed, viable and sustainable community in St Andrews is a legitimate aim for an organisation 
concerned with people as well as place. My thanks go to all Planning Committee members for their continued 
valuable input. 

David Middleton  
Planning Convener 
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Finance & Property Convener's Report 
 

Producing a Newsletter at this time of the year conflicts, from the finance perspective, with the need to get the year-end 
data into our accountants so that they can prepare the financial statements and the consequent need to write the 
commentary required by the Scottish Charity Regulator. Happily those tasks are nearly complete and Trustees will 
shortly be asked to approve the full report prior to its submission to OSCR. 
 
Although there were many ups and downs, the end result was much as anticipated, with a modest deficit for the year. 
Full details will be circulated to members as part of the Year Book. 
 
Looking ahead, there is no cause for complacency. Income from subscriptions is likely to be static, inflow from 
dividends and interest is likely to be a little less than last year and, as everyone knows, fundraising is very hard work. 
We should shortly receive the legacy of £5,000 bequeathed to the Trust by Miss Mary Brown and this will provide a 
little cushion against any shortfall in normal sources of income. It would be nicer, however, if we were able to spend at 
least part of Miss Brown's bequest on something which would commemorate her generosity and I invite members and 
my fellow Trustees to give this some thought. Support from outwith the Trust is welcome and the Museum Committee 
is to be congratulated on securing a commitment from the Hamada Trust which will contribute towards the 
development of a display area at the rear of the Museum. Out thanks are due to the Hamada Trust as they are to the 
Pilgrim Trust and the Wishart Society, both of whom contributed to the cost of repairing and re-instating the Wishart 
memorial on The Scores. 
 
The Finance Convener often seems to warn of impending problems and the most recent area to cause some concern is 
the Lawpark Woodland. Ian Christie has done a marvellous job over the years in keeping the woodland safe and tidy 
but some work needed in the near future will require professional attention. A recent study indicates that a number of 
trees will need to be felled, a thorough tidy-up is needed and fencing requires attention. Thereafter routine maintenance 
will be essential and, although Ian Christie is more than happy to continue as Keeper of the Woods, some regular 
expenditure will be needed. Since the public have access to the woodland, the Trust has recently increased its public 
liability cover. 
 
All this means is that demands on the Trust's resources will tend to increase and it will be no easy matter to meet those 
demands whilst still preserving or increasing the underlying capital which provides such a vital part of regular income. 

John F. Matthews 
Finance & Property Convener 

 

___________________________________________________ 
 

Programme and Membership  
 

Past and Future Events 
 
Past 
 
2008 began with the Trust's Annual Recruiting Event which, as in previous years, was held at the Museum and 
organised by the Museum Committee. The Museum is the ideal location for this most enjoyable coffee morning and the 
wonderful albums which have been produced by volunteers over some time attracted such interest that space was at a 
premium. 
 
The importance of the Museum as a centre of Trust Activities was again evident at the wonderful display of Arts and 
Crafts during the week beginning 26th January. The contributions from so many Trust Members and others make this 
event one which demonstrates the wide sphere of influence the Museum has. and which no doubt will be reinforced 
during Stanza Exhibition 13-16th March, when again the Museum is to be used as a venue. 
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In February we returned to the ongoing task of Fund Raising and Thursday 28lh February was the evening chosen for 
the Trust's Annual Quiz. The response from local groups was good, but particular mention must be made of the 
wonderful support we receive from the Staff at Waid Academy who entered six teams and, while there was the usual 
good humoured banter about Andrew Waid's Own, everyone was happy to acknowledge their expertise and 
congratulate them on their success. Twenty- four teams took part and the questions again were prepared with great 
care and thought by Frances Humphries. Special thanks must be given to our Question Masters, Derek Barrie and 
Marianne Baird and to Ian Christie who helped our Chairman record the Scores. As always Pat Harvey, assisted by 
Irene Bennett, organised a splendid raffle which raised an excellent sum. This was a very happy evening and one 
which provided a really good start to our Fund Raising for the year to come. 
 
Future 
 
Hidden Gardens 
Sunday 29th June is the date for everyone's diary. This is quite the most important event of the Fund Raising 
Calendar and already planning meetings have been held and decisions taken. 
 
Perhaps the most important thing to stress, apart from the date, is that Stalls we hope to have in 2008 will include: 
 

GLASS WARE and  
"A SUNSHINE STALL" where all items on sale should be Yellow or Orange. 

 
Advance warning of these stalls should enable members to look for contributions all of which will be gratefully 
received at the Trust Office, 4 Queen's Gardens. 
 
There will of course be the other attractions at the Museum and teas, coffee etc. at various locations. 
 
Outings 
 
Two outings are planned for the near future. 
 
Wednesday 2nd April - A visit to and a conducted tour of All Saints Church by the Reverend Jonathan Mason. 
 
Members wishing to attend should meet at the Church in North Castle Street at 1.55 pm. The visit will commence at 
2 pm and numbers will be limited to 25. There will be a charge of £2.50 which will be given to the Church as a 
donation. An invitation to attend is included with this newsletter and should be returned to the Office as soon as 
possible with your payment. 
 
Our second visit on Wednesday 4th June is a walk around the Cathedral grounds with Alison Sullivan of Historic 
Scotland. The group limited to 25 people will meet at the Cathedral Gates at 3 pm. There will be a charge of £2.50 
per person. An invitation to attend is included with this newsletter and should be returned to the Office as soon as 
possible with your payment. 
 
Membership 
 
Those who visit the Farmers' Market on the first Saturday of each month may have noticed that the Trust have taken 
a stall, manned by Trustees, whenever possible. Our purpose is to raise the profile of The Trust in the town and 
increase our membership. However, this is also an ideal opportunity for those of our members who do not take an 
active part in the Trust's events to COME AND SAY HELLO. 
 

Elma Penny 
Programme & Membership Convener  

(Including Fundraising)

� ����	�
�����������
 � � � � � � � � � �
�



A Plague of Plaques? 
 
 

Anyone who walks around St Andrews without his or her eyes shut cannot help notice the numerous blue plaques that 
adorn the town. 
 
For the record, I will list these, and their locations: 
 

At Madras College (2) 
Rev Dr Andrew Bell, Founder of Madras College  
Charles Lapworth, Geologist 
 
At the Post Office 
Dr John Adamson, Photographer 
 
South St, Entrance to South Court (2) 
George Martine, Lawyer 
Dr George Martine, Physician, Surgeon. Geologist 
 
South Court 
James David Forbes, Physicist 
 
St Leonard's School (2) 
Sir David Brewster, Physicist 
Matthew Heddle. Chemist and Geologist 
 
Eden Court, The Scores 
Robert Chambers of Chambers' Encyclopaedia 
 
Pilmour Links (2) 
Willie Auchterlonie, Clubmaker, Golfer  
Laurie Auchterlonie, Clubmaker, Golfer 
 
St Mary's Place 
Thomas Rodger, Photographer 
 

Some at least, or all of these plaques owe their existence to the initiative of the late Professor Allen of the Physics 
Department in the University. 
 
My own interest in the subject was sparked by these plaques and also by a triangular carved stone over the entrance to 
Muttoes Lane in Market Street, with the words DOMINUS ILLUMINATIO MEA. Enquiring about this in a letter to 
the "St Andrews Citizen" I was directed by Douglas Smart of the University Library to a booklet by Mary Innes, "The 
Carved Stones of St Andrews", It was there I discovered that a badly eroded carved stone on the garden wall of the 
Gibson House, which I had never noticed before, represented the coat of arms of Gavin Douglas. At about the same 
time, the ownership of Kate's Bar changed and it was renamed "The Featherie and Firkin" (now called "The Raisin"). 
A wooden plaque indicating The Blue Stane was removed, and other stones added, so that the Blue Stane was lost in a 
rockery. I resolved to do something about this. 
 
Little did 1 know then, but the effort to have a blue plaque erected with the history of The Blue Stane was to take 12 
years. Researching the history and geology was easy enough, but dealing with Fife Council was another matter. I will 
pass over this, but the final straw was that when I was informed by Sign Plus of Dunfermline that the plaque was 
ready, I was filled with dread as I had not been given the chance to proof read the text. As I read through the plaque, 
line by line, I felt my misgivings were perhaps misplaced, but no, on the final line, a crucial word had been omitted. 
All this after 10 years of effort, and two previous sets of errors I had managed to correct! Well, at least, Fife Council 
paid for it. 
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Tired of the lack of progress on The Blue Stane, I decided to start work on Gavin Douglas. The University Library 
provided valuable information on who he was. but not on his coat of arms. This I got from the Lyon Court of Arms in 
Edinburgh. Once again 1 had problems with the bureaucracy in Cupar. but finally got the go-ahead relatively quickly 
(only 2 years) as I decided to pay for it myself. However Sign Plus made mistakes with the text and the coat of arms, 
but as I proof read them myself. I was able to avoid the debacle of The Blue Stane. Finally, fittingly enough, both 
plaques were unveiled on St Andrews Day 2006. 
 
What are my future plans? Work in progress includes 2 plaques for Balcomie Golf Course in Crail, to commemorate 
Constantine's Cave and the landing place at Lochaber Rocks of Mary of Guise in 1538. Needless to say, I am having 
problems! Further in the distance. I would like to erect a plaque on the wall of Dean's Court, where the badly eroded 
coat of arms of Sir George Douglas, who rescued Mary Queen of Scots from Loch Leven Castle, sits neglected and 
unknown over the entrance arch. However, my biggest challenge is a plan to erect a statue of Mary Queen of Scots on 
the pavement facing the Scottish Parliament. As Sherlock Holmes would have said, "that is a two pipe problem". 
 

Colin McAllister  

 
_____________________________________________________________ 

 
Promoting the Trust 

 
Back in November last year the Chairman of the Trust, Anne Morris, asked me to take on the voluntary role of Press 
Officer for the Trust. This was agreed by the Trustees and I have been trying to increase the Trust's press profile in 
both the "Citizen" and the "Courier". 
 
The Trust did regularly receive coverage for its activities on planning matters, particularly when it commented or 
made representations on controversial planning applications. However the view of the Chairman and other Trustees 
was that other aspects of the Trust's work, including the Museum, were not receiving the coverage they deserved. 
 
Therefore my responsibilities are largely for matters not connected with planning, as these remain the remit of the 
Convener of the Planning Committee. David Middleton because of his knowledge of and expertise about individual 
issues. 
 
Since I started submitting press releases to the local papers in November last year, ten have been submitted through 
freelance reporter, Dougie Miller for the "Courier" and to Mike Rankine, Editor of the St. Andrews "Citizen". Nine of 
these have been used by one or other of these papers and most by both. A number have also been accompanied by 
photographs as we are very lucky to have the services of Peter Adamson, who is a trustee, and keen to be involved in 
heightening the Trust's press profile. 
 
Most, though not all, of the press releases written to date have been connected with activities at the museum. They do 
appear to have been having some effect. The very first press release concerning the need to repair the Anderson Clock 
brought in a generous donation. Our photographic archivist. Pat Harvey, is convinced that advance publicity increased 
considerably the number of members of the public who attended the most recent coffee morning when some of the 
Trust's scrap books and photo albums were on display. A recent article published in the "Courier" has resulted in 
offers of more than enough filing cabinets which Trust Administrator, Janette Gillespie, was appealing for. 
 
I meet fairly regularly with Anne Morris and we have an ongoing programme of press releases. These cover all 
aspects of the Trust's activities other than the work of the Planning Committee. We are of course dependent on 
Dougie Miller and Mike Rankine to get press releases published. We try to maintain good working relations and we 
also try to make press releases newsworthy and interesting. 
 
We hope you have been aware of the increased press coverage of Trust activities in the local press. We would 
welcome suggestions for stories and/or articles that we could write on behalf of the Trust. 
 

Derek A. Barrie 
Press Officer 
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HISTORY 

of 

ST.ANDREWS 
with a full account of 

THE RECENT IMPROVEMENTS IN THE CITY  
BY THE  

Rev. CHARLES ROGER 
 

The above-titled volume printed in 1849 and dedicated to Major Hugh Lyon Play fair, of St.Leonards, Provost of 
St.Andrews 'has much to interest the curious'. In the Preface the Rex. Roger states that... "The present work is offered 
to the public with much diffidence, but in the hope that it may he found to suit the double purpose of a Guidebook to 
the Tourist, and a compendium of the general history of the City. "  
The section of his account chosen for inclusion in the Newsletter is drawn from the chapter ' Modern Places of Public 
Worship' and provides a description of 'the splendid monument of Archbishop Sharpe'. 
"It is composed of white marble, surrounded with a massy iron railing; was executed in Holland, and erected by the 
Archbishop's son. Sir William Sharpe of Scotscraig and Strathtyrum. On the upper part is an emblematical 
representation of the Archbishop supporting the Church: next below are two angels with wings extended, supporting 
the shield, mitre, and crosiers; in the centre the archbishop is kneeling, while an angel places the crown of martyrdom 
upon his head: beneath is an urn. containing the inscription, under which is a bas-relief representation of the murder. 
In the background the assassins are in pursuit of the carriage: in the front view they are putting the primate to death. 
Guillan holding the horses, Haxton lingering aside on horseback, and the others in the act of the murder. The 
daughter of the archbishop is detained by two of the conspirators, while in an imploring attitude she begs for her 
father's life. " 
 
The text continues with the details of the inscription on the urn and provides a Translation where it is noted that ".... 
he was the adviser of the restoration of King Charles II and of monarchy" The inscription ends thus:- " AND WHOM 
...Notwithstanding that he was endowed with such great and excellent qualities, a band of nine assassins, through the 
fury of fanaticism, in the light of noon-day, and in the close vicinity of his own metropolitan city, cruelly put to death, 
with many wounds from pistols, swords, and daggers, after they had wounded his eldest daughter and domestics, 
weeping and imploring mercy, and whilst he himself had fallen on his knees to implore mercy for them also. On the 
3rd of May 1679, in the 61st year of his age" 
 
" A general belief was long entertained, founded on tradition, that a considerable sum had been presented to the Kirk 
Session* for the use of the poor, on condition that that body should keep the monument in perpetual repair: but 
documents on the subject being repeatedly sought for without success, the magnificent tomb was treated with neglect. 
About six months ago, however, when a search was made for documents of a different description, in a chest of 
papers belonging to the Kirk Session, the long lost parchments were discovered, and complete light thrown on subject 
so long clouded with conjecture. 
* the Kirk Session records began in 1559. and with the exception of a blank from 1600 to 1638. are in a state of 
excellent preservation. 
The papers found adduce the following facts. About a year and a half after the archbishop's murder. Sir William 
Sharpe having applied to the Kirk Session for permission to erect a monument over his father's grave, in Town 
Church - the Magistrates and Session, considering "the honour and duty which they owed to the memory of the late 
Lord Primate. " and that the monument would be an ornament to the church, gave their consent for the erection. In 
consequence of obtaining this leave. Sir William disponed and made over to the Kirk Session, an heritable bond, 
which he held over certain lands at Boarhills, to the amount of 2500 merks, or £1666. 13s 4d Scots, the annual rent of 
which was to be drawn by the Session till the principal sum was redeemed, and was to be applied towards keeping the 
monument in repair, and for the behoof of the poor. On the principal sum being realised, about thirty five years after, 
the Kirk Session laid it out in purchasing eight acres of land, in that portion of ground called " the Prior's Acres, " 
and in assisting to pay the price of other six acres, in the vicinity of the town, purchased from Mr. George Hay of 
Leys. These lands continued to remain in the possession of the Kirk Session until the passing of the recent Scottish 
Poor Law Act. when they were transferred to the Parochial Board. On the documents being produced to the Board at 
a recent meeting, they gave immediate instructions for the complete repair and renovation of the tomb; and 
operations have just been completed, which have restored it to its original and dignified aspect. Large pieces of 
marble, which had either fallen out or been wantonly destroyed, have been restored; the inscription, which had 
become nearly illegible, has been neatly recut; the upper part of the tomb has been carefully painted; and the whole 
polished over by skilful workmen. 
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At the commencement of the repairs, it was resolved to open the tomb, in the hope that some of the remains of the 
primate might he discovered. Accordingly, on the 6th March 1849. the workmen proceeded, in presence of the 
Magistrates and Officers of the Parochial Board, to remove the large flat stones in front of the monument; which being 
done, an entrance was easily effected into the tomb below. A square vault, seven feet long, four feet broad, and three 
feet and a- half in height, was found to contain, scattered among a quantity of rubbish, eight large coffin handles, and 
some few remains of the coffin; but every bone and relic of the archbishop had entirely disappeared. The vacuum being 
cleared out. a bottle, containing several documents, describing the circumstances of the opening and repair, was 
placed in it, and the entrance again built up. It has been conjectured, that the tomb had been robbed of its contents 
when the church was rebuilt at the end of last century; but it is more probable, that it had been villainously pillaged in 
1725, when the Town Council* offered a reward of ten pounds sterling, for the apprehension of "certain ryotous and 
disorderlie persons. " who had broken into the church during the night, and defaced the monument, carrying away part 
of the marble. These persons, moved with a desire for plunder, rather than actuated by zeal against Episcopacy, had 
probably forced their entrance into the tomb, hoping for gain; and disappointed in their expectations, had resolved to 
wreak their vengeance on the bones of the prelate, by removing them from their resting place. " 
* Town Council Records. September, 1725. 
"A few years before his death. Sharpe presented to Town Church a beautiful silver baptismal basin and massive 
communion cup. which are still in use. Their united weight amounts to a hundred and two ounces, and each has the 
Billowing inscription:- "In usum ecclesiae parochialis civitatis Scti.Andreae, donavit Jacobus Archiepiscopus anno 
1675"* 
* There is exhibited to strangers visiting Town Church, an instrument somewhat in the form of a helmet, composed of 
iron bars, and having a piece of iron attached for entering the mouth, being intended to be fastened on rite head 
behind the neck, by a strong padlock. This machine is believed to have been constructed by command of Archbishop 
Sharpe, for the punishment of one Isabel Lindsay, who. in the spirit of furious fanaticism, had repeatedly interrupted 
him in the midst of his ministrations in the pulpit, in defiance of both the magistrates and presbytery. " 

 
_____________________________________________________ 

 
Trustee Profile 

George A.A. Gordon, A.C.I.I., A.B.P.I. 
 

A Glasgwegian born and bred, I was educated at Jordanhill College School enjoying 
and participating in most sports, particularly tennis, rugby and golf - the latter two 
providing me with more than my fair share of grey hairs. 
 
I suppose that having the Glasgow patter led me naturally into the sales and marketing 
environment. My working career has been varied to say the least, being within the 
Insurance. Pharmaceutical and Leisure Industries. This often took me the length and 
breadth of the country which my long-suffering wife will attest to. 
 
I was married to Ulla in Copenhagen and have two children. My son Colin is with the 
Roslin Forestry Research Unit and has the annoying habit of dispensing regular 
humiliation to me on, albeit, his local golf course. 
 

Some of you will no doubt have experienced the delight of receiving extremely large 99 cones from myself or my 
daughter at the West or East Sands beach shops. This is entirely due to Helen's over generosity - I have decided to 
allow her to run the business from now on before I have a heart attack. 
 
Currently I am a committee member of both the St Andrews Merchants' Association and the St Andrews Burns Club. 
 
This is my sixth, and final year as a Trustee, and I have never ceased to marvel at the expertise and commitment of my 
fellow Trustees. I shall miss being at the "sharp end" of the various committees on which it has been a privilege to 
serve. 
 
It is time to hang up my boots allowing me time to spend with Karina. my grand-daughter, and hopefully to at least 
look the part on the first tee of the Old Course. 

George Gordon 
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Re-discovering St Andrews 
 

Can you name these Archways and Gateways? 
 

Answers on the back page. 
 
 
 
 

 
  

  

 
 

2________________________ 
 

 
 

1________________________ 

 
 

4________________________ 
 

 
 
 
3________________________ 
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5________________________ 
 

 
 

6________________________ 
 

 
 

8________________________ 
 

 
 

7________________________ 
 

 
 

9________________________ 
 

 
 

 
10________________________ 
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Answers on the back page. 

 
 

12________________________ 
 

 
 
11________________________ 
 

 
 

13________________________ 
 

 
 

14________________________ 
 

 
 

13________________________ 
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Museum Report 

 
Since the last edition of the members' newsletter life in the Museum has been hectic. At the start of December we put 
up decorations to kick-start our Christmas celebrations which began with a party for the volunteers in the Museum. 
This was followed by the winter reception for members of the Trust and a Christmas Fair masterminded by our 
generous patron Gillian Falconer. 
 
January has been no less busy. We were delighted to welcome Rachel Cheer, our previous curator, to the Museum to 
give a talk to the volunteers about her work as a fundraiser for the children's charity CHAS. We opened the museum 
on the last Saturday in January for a Coffee Morning and were delighted to have a record number of 108 visitors 
attending. The scrapbooks filled with newspaper cuttings from yester year were extremely popular and our visitors 
were reluctant to leave the museum at the end of the morning. 
 
The annual Art and Craft Exhibition this year saw new exhibitors as well as some old favourites. The Museum looked 
bright and colourful and provided an eclectic range of items including knitwear, jewellery, greetings cards, 
photographs, hand-sewn goods, painted plates and of course a fantastic selection artwork of almost every medium. 
During the week we welcomed over 250 visitors and the Trust made £335.10. 
 
This month's eagerly awaited Volunteers' talk will be given by Mr Bill Anderson from Bouquiniste. He will be coming 
along to give us an insight into antique Scottish books and also some helpful hints on how to start a book Collection. 
 
The museum has been fortunate to be awarded a grant from the Hamada Trust for the development of an exhibition 
area in the Museum garden next to Great Granny's Wash house. This will provide much needed additional exhibition 
space and will consequently provide a visitor-friendly and informative area in the garden. 
 
The next exhibition at the Museum will be courtesy of StAnza. 'Verse on Vinyl' will run from 13th-16th March and will 
showcase the Scottish Poetry Library's record collection along with contributions from a number of private collectors. 
Planning is also well under way for the Easter exhibition, 'High Days and Holidays: Special Events in St Andrews'. 
This exhibition will open on 22nd March until 13th April and promises to be a fun celebration of events in St Andrews 
over the years such as weddings, royal visits, graduations and even days out at the beach. The Summer exhibition will 
also be upon us before we know it, and this year it will be 'When the Boat Comes In...' taking a look at the history of 
the fisher families and the fishing industry in the town. 
 
We look forward to seeing you in the Museum over the coming months. 

Sarah Robertson (Curator) and Lesley Barrie (Museum Convenor) 
______________________________________________________________ 

 
Museum and Galleries Studies Student 

 
Ever since I was a child. I have been drawn to museums. I would beg my father to take me to the museum in my 
hometown in Canada so that I could admire all the wonderful Hindu and Buddhist statues. This interest in arts and 
culture lead me to pursue a degree in art history. Upon completion of my undergraduate degree I decided to do an 
MLitt in Museum and Gallery Studies at St Andrews University. 
 
Part of the Museum and Gallery Studies program requires students to choose an individual project suited to their 
specific interests. Immediately I knew that I wanted to do a project based on the Asian artefacts held by the museum 
collections. However, this project idea never quite worked out. When thinking of an alternative project, I recalled 
visiting The Preservation Trust Museum and how quaint I remembered it being. As a result I contacted Sarah, the 
curator at The Preservation Trust Museum about the projects available. 
 
Sarah soon set me to work on a project dealing with the unframed and framed prints in the collection. It has been my 
job to do an audit of the prints, as well as document them and create a catalogue for each box. I hope my efforts will 
make it easier for museum staff, volunteers and future project students to use the invaluable prints held by The 
Preservation Trust. 
 
Although unsure at first if I would be interested in working in a small local history museum, my project has turned out 
to be fulfilling on many levels. Not only am I learning a great deal about the documentation and storage of museum 
collections, I have also gained a great appreciation of the history of St Andrews. I now appreciate my surroundings 
much more and I am able to actually see the history around me. I will no doubt leave St Andrews with fond memories 
of my time spent working with Sarah and The Preservation Trust. 

Jennifer Ray 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

Thursday 13th until Sunday 16th March  
StAnza Exhibition at the Trust Museum  
Verse on Vinyl 
Weekdays 2.00 - 5.00 pm. weekends 10.00 a.m.-5.00 p.m.: Admission Free. 
 
Saturday 22nd March until Sunday 13th April 
Museum Easter Exhibition 
High Days and Holidays: Special Events in St. Andrews 
A look at the many special occasions that have delighted people throughout 
the town's history. from weddings and royal visits to days at the beach and 
lots, lots more. Daily 2.00-5.00 pm: Admission Free. 
 
Wednesday, 2nd April 2.00 pm  
Visit to All Saints Church  
North Castle Street, St. Andrews 
Meet at the main door Guide will be the Rev Jonathan Mason. 
Group limited to 25. 
Tickets £2.50 per person from the Trust Office 
(sum collected to be donated to Church Funds). 
 
Thursday 22nd May at 7pm 
The St. Andrews Preservation Trust: 
Annual General Meeting 
Supper Room, Town Hall, Queen's Gardens, St Andrews 
 
Wednesday 4th June at 3pm 
Guided Tour of the Cathedral Grounds by 
Alison Sutherland, Historic Scotland. 
Meet at the Cathedral Gate. Group limited to 25. 
Entry Fee £2.50 per person. 
Tickets available from the Trust Office. 
 
Saturday 24th May to Sunday 21st September  
Museum Summer Exhibition  
When the Boat comes in ... 
Exploring St Andrews' fishing community from its early beginnings, through 
the height of its production and into its decline. This exhibition penetrates the 
popular perception of the Fisher Folk, and uncovers the deep impression made 
by them on the town, its industry and its people  
Daily 2.00 - 5.00 pm: Admission Free. 
 
Sunday 29th June 11am - 5pm 
Hidden Gardens of St. Andrews 
An opportunity to visit rarely seen gardens around the Town Centre of 
St Andrews: 
Admission Charge £4.00 (Children Free). 
Teas and Stalls at St. John's and the Trust Museum and Young Scientists' 
Comer at46 South Street. 
 
Tuesday, 2nd September 
Members' Golf Competition. 
 
Wednesday, 3rd September 
Members' Putting Competition. 
 
Saturday, 6th September 11.00am-5.00pm 
Autumn Fair: Trust Museum. 
 

 
 

Arches & Gateways Answers 
 

1. Holy Trinity Church Hall 2. Cross Keys  
 
3. Old Police Houses, 4. St Salvator's Chapel 
     Muttoes Lane  
5. Needle's Eye, The Pends 6. Queen Mary's House 
 
7. St Rule's 8. Dean's Court Garden 
 
9. Younger Hall 10. All Saints Church 
 
I I. Trust Museum Doorway 12. St John's Doorway 
 
13. Baker Lane 14. While Lady's Tower 
 
15. St Leonoard's Chapel 
 
 
 

Conveners 2007/2008 
 
 Tel. No. 
 
Chairman Miss A.J.M. Morris 01333 312387 
 
Vice-Chairman Dr R.R. Steedman 01334 850781 
 
Vice-Chairman Mr. J.W.G. Macgregor 01334 475728 
 
Environment Mr. J.W.G. Macgregor 01334 475728 
 
Finance Mr. J.F. Matthews 01334 472908 
 and Property 
 
Museum Mrs. L. Barrie 01334 475502 
 
Planning Mr. D.N. Middleton 01334 475270 
 
Programme Mrs. E.M.T. Penny 01334 470150 
and Membership 
 (& Fundraising) 
 
Publications Miss M. Baird 01334 472068 
 & Publicity 
 
Press Officer Mr. D. A. Barrie 01334 475502 

 
 

This Newsletter is published approximately four 
times a year by 

 
The St Andrews  

Preservation Trust Ltd. 
 
4 Queen's Gardens, 
St. Andrews, 
Fife KY16 9TA 
Telephone: 01334 477152 
trust@standrewspreservationtrust.org.uk 
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